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We would like to thank all the students, teachers, parents, support staff 

and everyone in the school community for their patience and 

commitment this year as we face extraordinary circumstances. I am 

proud to say that everyone has met this challenge head on and adapted 

to living with Covid 19.

 While we have had to change our teaching format thankfully we have 

managed to do so without negatively impacting our students education 

or wellbeing. This is most evident in this very magazine, which has been 

created to the same high standard of other years despite the 

challenges. Congratulations to all the Hamilton High School community 

on their hard work. Let’s keep it going for the rest of the year!

The editing team. 

Maith thú agus gach dea-ghuí don bhliain amach romhainn!



Before Hamilton High School
Hamilton High School’s premises was not always used for its current purpose. It 
was once occupied by the Grammar School and many tenants before being 
purchased by Mr Sean Hamilton in 1958.

Number 3, Devonshire Square was the first of four to be completed in 1810. It is 
appreciably larger than the houses flanking it and it enjoys an eight-bay frontage, 
a decorative pediment and most striking of all, an extra storey in height. The 
architect regarded it as the flagship of his fleet.

In early October, 1812, the people of Bandon were witnessing the construction of 
two new dwellings in Devonshire Square (Number 1 and 2). William, the youthful 
6th Duke of Devonshire was on his way to stay in them on the appointed day of 
Friday the 16th. No.1 Devonshire Square is a typical Georgian town house neither 
the grandest nor the humblest of its kind. Only three-bays wide, it compensates in 
depth what it lacks in width. Its neighbour No.2, about the same in floor space, 
enjoys a five-bay frontage. This was reflected in a dearer rental - £90 in 1812, as 
compared with £75 for No.1. It had about 14 rooms, including extensive cellars. 
With the three other houses in the block, it shared the terraced stables and 
coach-houses to the rear, and, like them, it enjoyed its own good-sized garden 
directly across the road. One of the real glories of these houses is the handsome 
frontage of golden hued bath stone which was admired from the very beginning.  



Furniture, fine carpets and a weighty cargo of Port Wine were the finishing touches 
before the Dukes arrival. The day came and went as all days do and his seal of approval 
was given.

Soon after the Duke departed the scene in their splendid carriage-and-six, the first 
tenant took possession of Number One, Devonshire Square. This was a wealthy 
attorney, Benjamin Popham, who supervised a wide range of local affairs such as the 
erection of the Shambles and the Devonshire Arms Hotel. The first occupant of Number 
2, Devonshire Square was Edward Peed, an attorney who lived there until 1816. 

Numbers 3 and 4 were used as private residents for roughly 20 years before the Duke 
of Devonshire moved the Grammar School there in 1837.

Approximately 23 tenants followed Benjamin Popham and Edward Peed until the 
purchase of Numbers 1 and 2 in 1949 by The Incorporated Society for Promoting 
Protestant Schools in Ireland.

 During the 50’s these provided the Grammar School with extra dormitory 
accommodation. Its garden was bought in 1950 by Mrs Gladys Holloway who erected a 
house there with her husband. By 1958, the Grammar School Authorities had decided 
on a move and the whole block was offered for sale. The purchaser was Mr Sean 
Hamilton whose Meanscoil na Banndan (founded 1940, later Hamilton High School) was 
rapidly expanding. However, Mr Hamilton decided that as he had access to ‘The Old 
Still’ by the Mart he retained Numbers 3 and 4 but he did not need Numbers 1 and 2, 
and so he sold them to Mr Sean Buckley.



Buckley, a builder, decided to convert these two houses into flatlets and the tenants he 
found for these were to be its last residents. Downstairs was Mr Paddy Quill, a retired 
representative of Beamish’s Brewery, and his wife Jane. The upper flat was the domain 
of my grandparents, Patrick and Maud Connolly. Mr Connolly was later to be five times 
elected Cathaoirleach of the Town Commissioners and was a leading authority on 
Bandon history.

In 1963, Miss Nellie Buckley inherited her uncle’s property, and two years later she sold 
Numbers 1 and 2 to Mr John O’ Sullivan, a cattle dealer, who immediately re-sold to 
Sean Hamilton who now needed them for his expanding school. Now, the Hamilton High 
School, in its 80th year is still going strong and the 210-year-old Georgian structure has 
passed ownership from Sean Hamilton to his son Mr Pádraig Hamilton.

Jack Cullen

(Credit to Bandon Historical Journals/Mr Paidraig Hamilton)







Game Review of Fifa 2021
The Beginning

FIFA 21 is the latest in a long line of FIFA games beginning with FIFA 94 
realised in the weeks leading up to Christmas 1993.

Requirements

FIFA 21 can be played on both Xbox and Playstation as well as just about 
any PC as well as on Nintendo switch.

Visuals/Gameplay

FIFA 21s visuals are what you would expect of a triple title and an 
improvement over the previous game. FIFA 21s gameplay is considered a 
large improvement over FIFA 20 with crosses being fixed however its still 

a bit inconsistent and random leading to frustration.

In Game Purchases

FIFA's in app purchases have been considered controversial with many 
people considering their FIFA points gambling as just about the only thing 

you can spend them on is packs whci give you a random set of players. 
This form of monetization has been banned in some countries most 

notably Belgium.

Community

FIFA's community is considered very toxic due to the competitive nature 
of sport in general and opinions held by players over teams and players. 
Due to the emphasis on winning this leads players to use any tactic even 
those considered unsportsmanlike this leads to frustration and this along 
with the inconsistent nature of FIFA's gameplay adds to the frustration.

Conclusion

In conclusion FIFA is a game that can be enjoyed by all both casual and 

competitive due to the range of game modes it offers. In my opinion it is 
the best representation of the actual sport available to gamers and is 

worth picking up.

Damien Cairns



Game Review of Fortnite
The Beginning

Fortnite was initially released on 21st of July 2017 and by the end of its 
release month the battle royale style 3rd person shooter had sold over 
500,000 digital copies exceeding over 1 million copies sold by the next 

month.

Requirements

Fortnite can be played by anyone over 13 on both Xbox and Playstation 
with it being prepared for the next gen consoles with people being able 
to play the game on a low spec PC. Nintendo switch players also have 

access to the game.

Visuals

Fortnite graphics are considered very basic when compared with other 
shooters with people joking that the game is like Minecraft with guns 

being very bright and colourful which helps it appeal to a younger 
audience and the lack of gore makes the game very family friendly.

Gameplay

Fortnites gameplay revolves around 100 players being dropped into an 
open world having to gather weapons and resources in order to fight 

the other 99 players with a damaging storm closing in forcing the 
remaining players closer together.



In Game Purchases

Fortnite is very successful when it comes to in game purchases with 
the game being free to play the company had to come up with other 

ways of monetizing their content. This is done via cosmetics with 
players being able to purchase an in game currency called V-Bucks. 
With these V-Bucks players are able to purchase items such as gun 
camos and character skins or they can invest it in the battle pass 
where players complete in game challenges to level up and get 

rewards players who pay a small fee gaining more than those who 
don’t.

Community

The Fortnite community faces a lot of problems from toxicity to 
being called a rip off. To begin with Fortnite is often called a rip off 

of PUBG with many seeing next to no difference apart from building 
Fortnite ripping people off doesn’t stop there with the company 

getting sued by many people claiming they had their dance moves 
stolen and turned into tmotes without getting credit. Fortnite also 
struggles with Toxicity due to the competitive nature of the game 
and aggravating emotes. In addition weapon bloom has become a 
problem for Fortnite weapon bloom is when a hitting shot doesn’t 

deal damage which adds to the previously mentioned toxicity. 
Fortnite also struggles with new players and the high skill ceiling due 

to the building mechanics with most players in the game now 
knowing how to build it is hard for new players to compete.

Conclusion

Fortnite is an approachable and friendly game with a high skill gap 
and a frustrating community. IN my opinion Fortnite can be enjoyed 

by all but can get very frustrating at times.
Damien Cairns





Adam Warner



                                                              Cork GAA       

The Cork County Board of the Gaelic Athletic Association 

(GAA) or Cork GAA is one of the 32 county boards of the 

GAA in Ireland, and is responsible for Garlic games in 

County Cork and the Cork co constituent counties of 

Munster GAA.

         

Cork is one of the few dual counties in Ireland, competing 

in a similar level in both football and hurling. As of the end 

of the 2015 National Leagues, Cork compete in the top 

division of both sports. However, despite both teams 

competing at the top level of the game for most of the 

county's history, the hurling team has experienced more 

success, winning the All-Ireland Senior Hurling 

Championship 30 times. By comparison, Cork has only won 

the All-Ireland Senior Football Championship seven times.

Eoin Guinane



 Physical Benefits of Playing Sports
1. Better Night’s Sleep

Fast Company suggests that exercise and sport triggers chemicals in the brain 

that can make you feel happier and relaxed. Team sports provide a chance to 

unwind and take part in an activity that improves your fitness. If you play 

sports outside, you can benefit from fresh air which is said to promote a good 

night’s sleep.

2. A Stronger functioning heart

Your heart is a muscle and needs frequent exercise to help it keep fit and 

healthy. A healthy heart can pump blood efficiently around your body. Your 

heart will improve in performance when it is regularly challenged with 

exercise. Stronger hearts can improve overall health of the body and is crucial 

to lead a long and happy life

3. New Connections with Peers

Orange Sport brings together a mixture of people from different communities, 

backgrounds, religions and beliefs. Sport can offer a new way to meet others 

that you may not interact with day to day. As a result, you can make new 

friends. And who knows, playing a sport might even open new career and 

business opportunities for you.

4. Improved Lung Function and Aerobic Fitness

Regular sport causes more oxygen to be drawn into the body with carbon 

monoxide and waste gases expelled. This increases the lung capacity during 

sport, improving lung function and efficiency. 

5. Increased Self-Confidence

By training frequently and working towards seasonal goals you can build your 

confidence and abilities. This is especially noticeable through tournaments and 

matches where you and your team put your skills to the test. Small, 

incremental achievements throughout the year can build personal confidence 

over time, giving you the ability to take on new projects and assignments at 

work with your new-found confidence. 



6. Reduces Stress Levels

When you are physically active your mind gets a chance to unplug from daily stresses and 
strains of life. Physical exercise reduces the stress hormones in your body and stimulates 

the release of endorphins. These endorphins may give you more energy and focus for 
whatever life has.

7. Improve Mental Health

The Public Health Agency report that regular participation in sport and being active can 
also promote good mental health. This includes improving your mood, enhancing your 

sense of well-being, reducing anxiety, combating negative emotions and protecting against 
depression.

8. Sport Builds Confidence

All sport teams need leaders to show the way and help develop new or younger team 
members. An energetics study has found a correlation between playing sports and strong 

leadership qualities. Sports enable people to develop a ‘team mindset’ whether its 
winning, losing or training together. 

9. Develop Stronger Social Relationships with Colleagues

Sports enables you to build better relationships with people you may be aware of, but not 
know personally. Through frequent sport you can get to know a lot about an individual’s 

personality, their strengths and weaknesses. Sport with colleagues is a good opportunity to 
build better relationships and networks that may help you in your job. 

10. Sport aids the healthy development of children

Children who play sports develop stronger bones and muscles, leading to a smaller chance 
of physical injury. Physical exercise before the onset of puberty has been identified by a 
New Zealand study as a way of reaching peak bone mass, enabling children to become 

stronger – a great foundation for future growth.

Dan Lane



CORONAVIRUS CONS ON SPORT
27TH of March 2019, we were disgusted to hear that the first lockdown was issued 
for the Republic of Ireland. The government exclaimed sports would be 
postponed till further notice. Everyone was left without sports for a period of 10 
weeks (70 days). Many problems arose from these restrictions under the 
headings of economy, social development, physical activity and wellbeing.

To safeguard the health of athletes and others involved, most major sporting 
events at international, regional and national levels had been cancelled or 
postponed – from marathons to football tournaments, athletics championships to 
basketball games, handball to ice hockey, rugby, cricket, sailing, skiing, 
weightlifting to wrestling and more. The Olympics and Paralympics, for the first 
time in the history of the modern games, had been postponed, and would be held 
in 2021.

EDUCATION

The closure of education institutions around the world due to COVID-19 has also 
impacted the sports education sector, which is comprised of a broad range of 
stakeholders, including national ministries and local authorities, public and private 
education institutions, sports organizations and athletes, NGOs and the business 
community, teachers, scholars and coaches, parents and, first and foremost, the 
– mostly young – learners. While this community has been severely impacted by 
the current crisis, it can also be a key contributor to solutions to contain and 
overcome it, as well as in promoting rights and values in times of social 
distancing.

ACTIVITY

The global outbreak of COVID-19 has resulted in closure of gyms, stadiums, 
pools, dance and fitness studios, physiotherapy centres, parks and playgrounds. 
Many individuals are therefore not able to actively participate in their regular 
individual or group sporting or physical activities outside of their homes. Under 
such conditions, many tend to be less physically active, have longer screen time, 
irregular sleep patterns as well as worse diets, resulting in weight gain and loss of 
physical fitness. Low-income families are especially vulnerable to negative effects 
of stay at home rules as they tend to have sub-standard accommodations and 
more confined spaces, making it difficult to engage in physical exercise.



                                      INDUSTRY AND ECOSYSTEM

With cancellations, delays and cutbacks happening every day and more changes on 
the horizon, the global sports industry is significantly affected. In response to 
worldwide lockdowns, quarantines, and confinements, The FBA has introduced a 
weekly webinar series designed to help keep stakeholders apprised of key industry 
developments. The sport ecosystem, comprising of producers, broadcasters, fans, 
businesses, owners and players among others, need to find new and innovative 
solutions to mitigate the negative effects of COVID19 on the world of sport. This 
includes finding ways to engage with fans in order to ensure safe sport events in the 
future while maintaining workforce, creating new operating models and venue 
strategies.

Ruairí O’Donovan



Royal Ascot
Over the past 300 years, Ascot has established itself as a national 

institution with Royal Ascot being the centrepiece of the British 
summer social calendar and the ultimate stage for the best 

racehorses in the world.

The racecourse was founded in 1711 by Queen Anne, when out 
riding from Windsor Castle, she came upon an area of open heath 
that looked, in her words, 'ideal for horses to gallop at full stretch'. 
The first race meeting was held later that year on the 11 of August 

1711, with the
first race 'Her Majesty's Plate' worth 100 guineas and open to any 

horse over six years of age.

The Queen has not missed the annual Royal Meeting since her 
Coronation in 1953, and traditionally presents The Gold Cup and 

The Diamond Jubilee Stakes each year.

In 2004, Ascot Racecourse was closed for a £220 million 
redevelopment, the single biggest investment in British Racing. 

Today Ascot Racecourse is visited by approximately 600,000 people 
a year, accounting for 10% of all UK racegoers. The racecourse 

covers 179 acres.

Royal Ascot evolved from the first four-day race meeting held at 
Ascot in 1768, although the meeting as it is known today only really 
started to take shape with the introduction of The Gold Cup in 1807. 

Until 1939, Royal Ascot was the only race meeting held at the 
racecourse. The Gold Cup remains the feature race of the third day 
of Royal Ascot, traditionally the busiest day of the week, when high 

fashion and exquisite millinery take
centre stage alongside flat racing's most elite stayers.

Each of the five days of Royal Ascot begins with the Royal 
Procession at 2pm, when the Queen and other members of the royal 

family arrive down the straight mile in the Royal Landaus, 
accompanied by the playing of the National Anthem and the raising 

of the Royal Standard. 



This tradition was started in 1825 by King George IV. Royal Ascot is 
Britain's most valuable race meeting, attracting many of the world's 
finest racehorses to compete for millions of pounds in prize money. 

Approximately 500 horses race
across the five days. Eighteen Group races, eight of them Group 1, 
are staged each year and are broadcast to audiences in almost 200 

territories around the world.

The Royal Enclosure has the strictest Dress Code, with men 
wearing grey, navy or black morning dress and top hat, and women 

wearing formal daywear and a hat.

The annual Royal Meeting takes place over five days, each with a 
unique offering of racing and atmosphere. Undoubtedly the most 
electric day of the Royal Meeting is Thursday, with the oldest and 
most prestigious race taking place – The Gold Cup .In 2020, this 
historic race was taken by reigning champion, Stradivarius, with 

jockey Frankie Dettori on board, for a third consecutive year.

There is no doubt that Royal Ascot is one of racing’s most 
prestigious events that has and will continue to produce such 

exhilarating racing each summer.
Enda Muldoon



“Faf” De Klerk
Faf De Klerk was born on the 19th of October 1991 in Nelspruit is a South African professional rugby 

union player. He plays as a scrum-half for Sale Sharks in the English Premiership and for the South 
Africa national team, He was a member of the South Africa team that won the 2019 Rugby World 

Cup. De Klerk played rugby at Hoërskool Waterkloof in Pretoria.

Early Career
In De Klerk’s early career he was included in the Lions squad for the 2014 Super Rugby season and 
made his debut in a 21–20 victory over the Cheetahs in Bloemfontein. He joined the Golden Lions 
Currie Cup team for the 2016 season. He joined English Premiership side Sale Sharks prior to the 
2017–18 season on a three-year contract. In December 2018, the club announced that De Klerk 

signed a contract extension until 2023. 

International Career
De Klerk was rewarded for his Super Rugby form when he was selected by the recently appointed 
Springbok coach Allister Coetzee in South Africa’s 31-man squad for their 2016 three-test match 
series against Ireland and made his test debut as the starting scrum-half in the opening test at 

Newlands Stadium. In a tightly-fought series, Ireland won the first test 26−20, but the Springboks 
fought back to clinch the series, winning 32−26 in Johannesburg and 19−13 in Port Elizabeth. After 
signing for Sale Sharks in 2017, De Klerk was ineligible to represent the Springboks due to having 
fewer than 30 caps. However, after this selection criterion was abolished in 2018, new Springbok 
coach Rassie Erasmus recalled De Klerk to the team for the 2018 three-test match series against 

England. Enda Manning



The Advantages of Playing Sports

Shane McCarthy



Teacher 
Interviews



Interview with Mr Stephen McCarthy

1.  How long have you been teaching at Hamilton High School?

This is my 4th year in the school.

2. What inspired you to become a teacher? 

Honestly, it was my own teachers and the time I had in secondary 

school.

3. What do you like most about Hammies? 

Definitely the atmosphere. I think in Hammies there is a level of respect 

between student and teacher & vice versa that you don’t get in any 

other school.

4. What is your favourite year group and why? 

Leaving certs, it doesn’t really matter to me I enjoy teaching…most of 

them.

5. What is different about Hammies compared to other

schools? 

Absolutely everything. I can honestly say I wouldn’t want to teach 

anywhere else. 



6. What accomplishment fills you with pride this year?

Currently being the proud owner of a land rover discovery… currently.

7. What would students be surprised to find out about

you?

I will beat absolutely anyone in Tekken 3 to 7. Anytime anywhere 

anyplace.

8. If you won the lottery and decided to quit teaching,

what would you do instead?

Move to the US and Open a restaurant.

9. What's the best/worst things about teaching?

The best thing about teaching is the people we work with and the 

topics I get to teach. The worst I suppose is the way teachers are 

viewed in the public.  

10. What current tends are baffling you? Why?

Anyone who uses “you’re a try hard” as an insult. How can trying your 

best be bad thing?



Interview with Mr. Ciarán Collins

1. How long have you been teaching at Hamilton High School?

Going on 12 years. I taught in Dublin for 6 years before that.

2. What inspired you to become a teacher?

My father. He was principal of Innishannon NS for years.

3. What do you like most about Hammies?

The buzz.

4. What is your favorite year group and why?

6 th years, because they’re on the cusp. Anything is possible for them 
and they know it. It’s a good energy to be around.

5. What is different about Hammies compared to other schools?

I guess the old building has a different vibe about it, than any other 
school I’ve been in, with its smaller rooms and three storeys.

6. What accomplishment fills you with pride this year?

I suppose how young people have lead by example in dealing with 
COVID 19 restrictions -it was amazing to see how adaptable and 
instinctively positive the lads were when we returned to school. I’m 
also very proud of The Prometheans, the school creativity club, who are 
continuing with the school documentary and other projects in much 
trickier circumstances, as we adhere to COVID 19 guidelines.



10. What current trends are baffling you? Why?

Like many people, I find the wave of ultra-nationalism in the US and 
other countries baffling and worrisome. It reminds us that democracy 
is fragile and education is probably the key to
upholding it. I think a key ingredient of hatred and intolerance is 
ignorance. And we live in a world where truth is increasingly hard to 
come by, due to some intrinsic flaws in media and social media 
organisations. The publishing industry is impervious to some of these 
flaws so I think the importance of reading books has never been 
greater for young people. I’m looking forward to the first instalment 
of Obama’s autobiography, A Promised Land.

7. What would students be surprised to find out about you?

My literary fiction novel The Gamal was published internationally 
and won a few awards.

8. If you won the lottery and decided to quit teaching, what would 
you do instead?

I’d write novels and make movies.

9. What’s the best/worst things about teaching?

I guess the best thing is that you can be a positive influence in a 
youngster’s life in a way that can affect them and in turn can affect 
the people they influence way into the future.
I’d like to see more opportunities for all students to be more creative 
in all subjects. Creativity a skill that the OECD, UNESCO, the World 
Economic Forum etc. see as being of
huge importance for the future.



Interview with Mr. Cathal McCarthy
1. How long have you been teaching at Hamilton High School?

- This is my frist year.. 

3. What do you like most about Hammies?

- The staff and students alike are very welcoming to new staff. 

4. What is your favorite year group and why?

- 4th year of course, very competitive soccer games at lunch.

5. What is different about Hammies compared to other schools?

- No school uniform. 

6. What accomplishment fills you with pride this year?

- Rebuilding my Defender. 

7. What would students be surprised to find out about you?

- I've a big interest in mechanics and building.
 
8. If you won the lottery and decided to quit teaching, what would you 
do instead?

- Tour the world on a yacht. 



9. What's the best/worst things about teaching?

- The best thing is seeing students achieve their goals. 

10. What current tends are baffling you? Why?

- Spending hours looking at Tiktok videos.



1.How long have you been teaching at Hamilton                              

High School? 

This is my 14th year

2.What inspired you to become a teacher?

         My love for English literature.

3.What do you like most about Hammies?

The students, they are bright, ambitious and respectful.

4.What is your favorite year group and why?

I like different years for different things. I like sixth years for 

their eloquence, fifth years for their insight, fourth years for 

their attitude, third years for the manner in which they look 

out for each other, second years for their enthusiasm and 

first years for their warm classroom.

5.What is different about Hammies compared to others 

schools?

 The rapport between staff and students.

Interview With Ms. Deirdre Wolfe



6.What accomplishment fills you with pride this year? 

The manner in which the lads have done their bit to abide by 

the COVID-19 measures in order to keep the school open. 

They have been fantastic.

7.What would students be surprised to find out about

you? 

No idea.

8.If you won the lottery and decided to quit teaching,

what would you do instead?

 The school run.

9.What's the best/worst things about teaching?

Best - when a student really invests themselves in their writing 

and on hearing the piece their classmates express their 

genuine admiration for the work. That's special.

Worst - Correcting Christmas exams

10.What current tends are baffling you? Why? 

I can't think of any.



Guess the teacher! 
We asked teachers in the school to send in 

pictures of themselves when they were 
younger!

See if you can guess the teacher from the 
picture!A

B

C

D



E F

G

H



IJ

L

K



ANSWERS: GUESS THE  TEACHER

A- Mr. C. McCarthy
B- Mr. O’Sullivan
C- Mr. O’Leary
D- Ms. Wolfe
E- Ms. Foley
F- Ms. Connoly
G- Mr. Collins
H- Ms. O’Mahony
I- Ms. Desmond
J- Mr. O’ Brien
K- Mr. Mitchell
L- Ms. Foran



A Selection of Photographs Taken 
by Students in Hamilton High 

School
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SARS, A PROBLEM OF 

BRUTALITY 
There is currently a humanitarian crisis in Nigeria right now, 

that quite frankly, is not getting enough attention, SARS. 

Now, you are probably asking yourself “isn’t SARS a disease” 

and well yes, it is but this is a different SARS. SARS stands for 

the “Special Anti-Robbery Squad”. It was formed as a 

subsection of the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) in 1992 to 

combat armed robbery and other serious crimes, but things 

quickly took a sour turn in 2002 when SARS started to 

commit many crimes of their own.

 These started relatively small with petty theft but grew 

increasingly worse with extortion of citizens, extrajudicial 

killings, torture, arbitrary arrests and unlawful detention. 

SARS officers proceeded to move on to targeting and 

detaining young men for cybercrime simply on the 

“evidence” of them owning a laptop or smartphone then 

demanding exorbitant bail fees. 

In 2016, Amnesty International documented in its visit 

to a SARS detention centre in Abuja, there they found 

130 detainees living in overcrowded cells and being 

regularly subjected to methods of torture including; 

hangings, starvation, beatings, shootings and mock 

executions. After this, in 2017, protests started to gain 

motion across the country. 



Also, in 2017 the #EndSARS hashtag was launched to raise 

awareness about the atrocities occurring in Nigeria and to put 

international pressure on the Nigerian government. Protests 

have mainly remained peaceful yet the NPF continues to use 

tear gas, water cannons and live bullets on demonstrators. 

This all came to a head on the 20th of October 2020 at the 

Lekki Toll Gate. Young Nigerians singing the national anthem 

while wearing the Nigerian flag in protest to SARS at the Lekki 

Toll Gate were fired upon by ununiformed SARS officers with 

at least 10 killed and dozens in critical condition in hospital. 

This was a peaceful demonstration. 

This massacre started when governor Babjide Sanwo-Olu 

called for a 4pm curfew, claiming that the #EndSARS campaign 

had been “infiltrated by criminals”. At 3pm the cameras at the 

Lekki Toll Bridge were removed. Just before 7pm the lights at 

the Toll Gate were turned off leaving the protestors in 

darkness. Then soldiers arrived and began to surround the 

demonstrators and then began an unprovoked and unjustified 

onslaught of bullets. A day later on the 21st of October in 

retaliation to the Lekki Massacre angry protestors set fire to 

the BRT bus station at Oyingbo, the National Ports Authority 

building at Marina and the TVC Television Headquarters. 

Bullets continue to ring out across the city as I write this.

Michael Quinlan



   HOW YOU CAN 

              HELP 

You can help bring justice for these 

people by: 

● Raising awareness by using the 

#EndSARS on social media. 

● Donating to Diasporans Against 

SARS: https://gf.me/u/y45fzt 

● Pressing your local TD to bring 
the 

agenda of EndSARS in front of 
the 

Dáil to alert the international 

community. 

● Taking part in street 

demonstrations and protests.



Jed’s Journey
France is a country in Western Europe. Is has a population of about 67 million people. The capital 
city is Paris. France borders Spain, Italy, Belgium, Switzerland and Luxembourg. It is known for its 
food and wine.
 

 France is the largest country in the EU. It is the worlds most popular tourist country. It has a total 
area of 643,801 km². The currency that France uses is the euro €. Other cities in France include 
Bordeaux, Marseille and Lyon. 

The Eiffel Tower is france's biggest attraction

The population of Paris is about 3 million. The weather in France is cold and wet in the winter and 
dry and warm in the summer months. France owns several different islands around the world, and 
is in 12 different time zones.
The Pyrenees and the alps are both mountain ranges that are in France. France holds the biggest 
cycle race in the world - the Tour de France. The competition runs every July for 23 days. 
Marseille is the oldest city in France.  French architecture consists of numerous architectural styles. 
Some notable structures in France include the Notre-Dame, and the Lyon cathedral. 
 

Jed Brennan



The Next Step in Found Footage Film
Cinema is an extraordinarily adaptive medium of storytelling. It has gone through a 

multitude of changes and advancements since the first publicly shown footage of a 

train pulling into a station. These can come through technological leaps like the first 

“Talkie” (the Jazz Singer 1927) or the first film with any computer-generated imagery 

(Westworld 1973). However, they also come in the form of technique and style 

development and refinement.

The technique I will be focusing on is the “found footage film” and how it is currently 

being succeeded by a new style, the “computer screen film”. Found footage films are 

some of the most distinctive of all films. It conjures images of horror classics like The 

Blair Witch Project, Paranormal activity and The Spanish cult classic REC as well as 

thrillers like Chronicle and Cloverfield. Its intentionally amaturistic style and jittery 

shaky camerawork is brilliantly suited to these genres, lending any film it is used on a 

brutal realism that goes unparalleled.

However, it was not long until a new style was pioneered, largely by Levan Gabriadzes 

Unfriended, the much-acclaimed Computer Screen film. While I feel Unfriended has 

its charm, most critics agree its main redeeming factor is this breakthrough and 

innovative approach to filmmaking. All computer screen films follow the basic 

structure of showing the entirety of the story through either a single or various device 

usually computers or phones.

This method was really used to its full potential in Searching 2018, the single best 

mystery/thriller I have ever seen (and I don’t say that lightly). However, this is not 

some esoteric filming style. It is arguably the most accessible technique for amateur 

filmmakers, such as 16-year-old Irish filmmaker Michael Keane who created 

Connection over lockdown, a Computer Screen horror film.

So, what makes this style so widespread? Well simply put it lends the realism of a 

found footage without the need of shaky blurred footage. It also has an instant sense 

of familiarity about it, best represented by the opening shot of Searching, which 

includes the iconic Windows startup sound. And this method is only just entering its 

peak which excites me for what innovative films will be created with this style.
Daniel O’Mahoney



The Knife of Never Letting Go Book Review

The Knife of Never Letting Go was written by Patrick Ness and published in 

2008 to critical acclaim, and for good reason. A movie adaptation is planned 

for 2021 starring Tom Holland and Daisy Ridley. In this book Patrick Ness 

explores many intricate ideas, including morality, adolescence, lies, toxic 

masculinity and hatred. This complex task is accomplished through the eyes 

of Todd.

Todd is a twelve year old boy living in Prentistown. In a world where all 

women are allegedly dead and everyone’s thoughts are open to the world 

through the Noise (the ability to hear everyone’s thoughts whether you 

want to or not). Everything is turned upside down when Todd discovers a 

“Hole in the Noise”.

The believability of the main characters is outstanding, (As weird as it might 

sound, Manchee is an exceedingly credible dog). The narrative is as 

thought-provoking as it is powerful and the intentional misspellings and 

unrepentant bad grammar, while annoying at first, adds depth and 

credibility to the main character. However, the villains can be a bit over the 

top at times and certain sections can feel slightly unnecessary.

Nevertheless , Patrick Ness more than makes up for all this with his dazzling 

writing style. I feel he thoroughly deserves the acclaim he has received  and 

I would recommend this book to anyone with an interest in reading, Science 

Fiction and writing
Daniel O'Mahoney



 COVID-19’s Effect on Hamilton High School Activities    

Due to the outbreak of COVID-19, Hamilton High School has had some of its planned 
activities and ventures postponed or cancelled due to government restrictions. Some of 
these include sports matches, school tours and social events. 

As a student at Hamilton High School, some of the events I was looking forward to were 
unfortunately halted by this pandemic. In January, the annual Davis College Model United 
Nations would have taken place in Cork City. Hamilton High School has sent a group of 
students to the event for the past few years, where they would take part in discussions 
about political issues, while representing the delegate of a given country. It is a wonderful 
event, where students ranging from the younger year groups to the older year groups 
interact and socialise.

Unfortunately, as said previously, the event couldn’t go ahead due to COVID-19 concerns, 
which is understandable with an event which allows hundreds of students to sit together 
in the Town Hall. As someone who participates in these activities, I’m disappointed that 
the event isn’t going ahead in January, but I hope that by the time of January 2022, 
Hamilton High School will be sending another group of students to the Davis College 
Model United Nations.

Jamie O’Halloran
















